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Serving Kemptville, Merrickville, Winchester, Osgoode and surrounding areaHAPPY ENDING
North Grenville District 

High School teacher pictured 
with husband Frank at her re-
tirement party at the school.     
                                                         3

GIRL THANKS 
PARAMEDICS

North Gower girl meets life 
saving team who looked af-
ter her following an accident.
                                                       10

60 YEARS AND 
COUNTING

Norma and George Fisher 
look forward to 60 years of  
marriage this June. The Kemp-
tville couple share their story. 
                                                         7

Ryan’s Well
 Foundation 
celebrates 
10 years

LJ MATHESON 
laurie.matheson@metroland.com

What a difference 10 years can make – an example of  
that is the progress that has been made by Ryan Hreljac 
of  Kemptville, the founder of  the Ryan’s Well Founda-
tion. 

This year marks 10 years that the foundation has been 
in existence, but it was earlier than that when Hreljac 
decided to do something about water.

In 1998, just a young Grade 1 student, he had a plan to 
help deliver water to those who didn’t have clean, safe 
drinking water. 

With the support of  friends, family and the commu-
nity, Hreljac raised enough money to build a well in Af-
rica. In 1999, at age seven, the fi rst well was built at An-
golo Primary School in northern Uganda. To this day, 
the well continues to serve the community.

“Looking back, it fi rst started in his basement and 
he used to joke that the family dog was his secretary,” 
said Erica Bruce, communications coordinator for the 
foundation. 

Bruce said that to celebrate the 10-year anniversary, 
they were going to be spreading good news stories about 
the foundation and the work that has been done.

Although Hreljac started raising money for water 
projects in 1998, the Foundation was not formed until 
2001. 

The Alfred Taylor Recreational Hall in North Gower was the place to be for carnival 
fun this weekend. In this photo, Julia and Meghan Haluke and Brayden Mercer have 
fun on the hill behind the hall. 

MORE PHOTOS see page 19

CELEBRATE
LOVE

It’s the Sweetheart 
Brunch this Sunday

9

Thursday, February 10, 2011Volume 156 Issue No. 6 www.yourottawaregion.com

RYAN’S WELL see page 2

AWAY WE GO!
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Kem
ptville Advance - FEBRUARY 10, 2011

Please send a short covering letter and 
resume to:

jfi sher@kemptvillec.uoguelph.ca

Kemptville Campus of the University of Guelph is located in 
Kemptville Ontario. At KC we teach degree, diploma and 
certificates within the agri-food industries.
We are looking for qualifi ed individuals who are interested 
in teaching a contract course(s) either during our fall or 
winter semesters. We are particularly interested in those 
who have experience in the food processing, transportation, 
food supply chain. This is a call for resumes in the following 
subject topics:

 Math 
 Leading Change 
 Supply Chain Management and Systems Theory 
 Leading Innovation 
 Wholesaling, Retailing, Transportation Systems and Energy 
 Business Management in a corporate setting

Some of these are fall courses and some are winter 2011.
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Community

JOSEPH MORIN
joe.morin@metroland.com

The secret to that perfect rela-
tionship, life-long mate and kin-
dred spirit is more elusive than 
the fountain of  youth.

Every year, on Valentine’s 
Day, couples celebrate a perfect 
pairing or at least the potential 
for one. George and Norma Fish-
er are a Kemptville couple who 
have used the secret of  their 
unique relationship to travel on 
a path that has taken them on a 
60-year journey.

Married in 1951, the couple 
have lived and loved their way 
through good times and bad, 
raising a family and pursuing 
careers. Along the way, they nev-
er lost sight of  why they mar-
ried and why they are so happy 
together. The couple have two 
children Bob and Ann. 

George is closing in on his 94th 
birthday. Norma is moving up to 
her 90th.  Their romance was not 
all that assured when they fi rst 
met back in Ormstown, Quebec 
in the late 1940’s.

George was training to be 
a veterinarian and had spent 
two years in the area. Norma, a 
teacher at the time, in far away 
Montreal, came from a family 
farm.  Norma had four brothers. 
She can remember the youngest 
one telling her, when she came 
back for the summer from teach-
ing in Montreal, about the new 
veterinarian’ in town, “I was not 
very interested,” she laughingly 
recalls.

George, went into the navy. 

When he returned, he estab-
lished a new veterinary practice 
in Ormstown. He was originally 
from Sackville New Brunswick 
but most of  his training had been 
around Ormsville. “We went 
to the same dances,” explained 
Norma , “but we never met each 
other.” The fi rst real time they 
took notice of  one another was 
at a friend’s wedding. George 
wanted to be the one to be with 
Norma but Norma was already 
committed to take the newly 
married couple to the train. “She 
stood me up,” said George. That 
same summer, the two started 
dating but George was keeping 
his plans to himself. “I could not 
tell if  he was serious,” remem-
bers Norma. Eventually George 
invited Norma, who was back 
at work, to come with him to a 
veterinary convention in Mon-
treal. “I had two dates lined up 
for that weekend,” said Norma, 

“But I went to the convention 
with George instead.”

Eventually a visit to Sack-
ville and George’s parents was 
arranged. On the train, George 
gave Norma her engagement 

ring. He had already proposed. 
George had made up his mind 
that Norma was the one. They 
were married in June 1951. “On 
our wedding day it was rain-
ing,” said Norma, “As we came 
out of  the church the sun was 
shining and it has been shining 
ever since.”

The secret to their successful 
marriage has a great deal to do 
with their personal values about 
themselves and those around 
them. “I am a fi rm believer that 
there is never a need for two 
people to lose respect for each 
other,” George said. “We would 
not always agree on everything 
but we would always fi nd a way 
to work things out,” added Nor-
ma. They both agreed that there 
were times when they were far 
apart on different issues but af-
ter thinking over how they felt, 
and the information they had, 

they were always able to fi nd the 
middle ground. 

In 1969, George and Norma 
came to Kemptville, after spend-
ing 10 years in Prince Edward 
Island and eight years in Peter-
borough. In Kemptville, George 
worked at the Kemptville Cam-
pus heading up the veterinary 
diagnostic laboratory for east-
ern Ontario. He retired from that 
position in 1982 after 29 years at 
the college. The couple say they 
could never leave Kemptville. 
Their grandchildren and great 
grand children are close by. 
They both feel Kemptville is the 
best place in the country to be 
living in. Norma described the 
Kemptville community as a very 
kind and generous one.

This June, George and Norma 
will be celebrating 60 years to-
gether. “We really have a won-
derful marriage,” said Norma.

Sixty years of Happy Valentine’s Days 

J. Morin Photo/Advance Staff
George and Norma Fisher in their home in Kemptville.

Public Vehicle/Equipment Auction
Saturday, February 19, 2011, 9:00 a.m.

Civic #2250, County Road 31, Winchester, ON
613-774-7000 or 1-800-567-1797

More than 300 vehicles and equipment from Federal Government and others
Primary list at: www.rideauauctions.com 
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Cars: 08 Fusion, 115 kms; 08 Camry, 102 kms; 06 Cobalt, 132 kms; 06 Allure, 57 kms; 06 Altima, 66 kms; 06 Caravan, 
79 kms; 06 Accord, 68 kms; 05 Camry, 54 kms; (3)05 6, 58-77 kms; 05 3, 121 kms; 05 Allure, 146 kms; (2)05 Sebring, 
67-177 kms; 05 Optra, 61 kms; 05 Focus, 154 kms; 05 Altima, 55 kms; 04 Neon, 122 kms; 04 Civic, 98 kms; 04 6, 207 
kms; 04 Impala, 123 kms; 04 Mustang, 108 kms; 04 Accent, 102 kms; 04 Accord, 114 kms; 04 3, 145 kms; 04 Sebring, 
130 kms; 03 Altima, 127 kms; 03 Golf, 212 kms; 03 Impala, 146 kms; 03 Sentra, 128 kms; 02 Accent, 226 kms; 02 
Protégé, 106 kms; 02 Golf, 233 kms; 02 Cavalier, 157 kms; 02 XG350, 121 kms; 02 Protégé, 118 kms; 02 Impala, 125 
kms; 02 Sebring, 117 kms; 02 Bravada, 138 kms; 01 Protégé, 173 kms; 01 Malibu, 160 kms; 01 Corolla, 148 kms; 01 
Jetta, 171 kms; 00 Century, 207 kms; 00 Maxima, 228 kms; 00 Insight, 201 kms; 00 Jetta, 296 kms; 00 BMW 3, 250 
kms; 00 Saturn S, 251 kms; 00 Linc LS, 126 kms; 00 Protégé, 264 kms; 00 Cavalier, 113 kms; 00 Seville, 292 kms; 99 
Sentra, 309 kms; 99 Elantra, 120 kms; 98 Integra, 281 kms; 98 Sunfi re, 339 kms; 98 Lumina, 170 kms; 98 Taurus, 173 
kms; 98 Intrigue, 273 kms; 97 Volvo 850, 213 kms; 92 Accord, 377 kms  SUVs: 06 Trailblazer, 209 kms; 05 Santa Fe, 
139 kms; 05 Equinox, 96 kms; 04 Santa Fe, 140 kms; 04 Cherokee, 182 kms; 03 Suburban, 194 kms; 02 Suburban, 137 
kms; 00 Explorer, 268 kms; 00 Jimmy, 161 kms; 99 Suburban, 197 kms; 96 Yukon, 163 kms  Vans: 07 Caravan, 182 
kms; 06 Quest, 62 kms; (3)06 Caravan, 76-120 kms; 05 Freestar, 141 kms; (3)04 Caravan, 101-193 kms; 03 Econoline, 
123 kms; 03 Tribute, 118 kms; 03 Cube Van, 640 kms; 02 Express, 245 kms; 02 Ram, 89 kms; (2)02 Venture, 199-248 
kms; (3)02 Astro, 182-209 kms; 02 MPV, 137 kms; 02 Caravan, 101 kms; 01 Ford Cutaway, 269 kms; 01 Savanna 350, 
321 kms; 01 Caravan, 229 kms; 01 Odyssey, 209 kms; (2)99 Express, 179-208 kms; 97 Econoline, 86 kms; 97 Caravan, 
149 kms; 95 C35, 193 kms Light Trucks: 05 F350, 186 kms; 04 Silverado, 64 kms; 03 F250, 29 kms; 03 F150, 78 kms; 
02 F250, 116 kms; 02 F150, 290 kms; 01 F150, 253 kms; 01 Ram, 206 kms; (2)00 F150, 174-219 kms; 00 Sonoma, 125 
kms; 00 Dakota, 118 kms; 98 F150, 417 kms; 97 F150, 125 kms; 97 Ranger, 125 kms; 97 Sonoma, 176 kms; 96 Ram, 
176 kms; 95 F350, 222 kms; 93 G20, 223 kms; 92 Sierra, 395 kms Heavy Vehicles: 06 Sterling Towtruck, 650 kms; 
01 IH 2674 Dump, 200 kms; 00 IH 3400 Bus, 77 kms Trailers: 11 Cargo; 08 PJ Gooseneck; Brimar Utility    Recre-
ational: 08 Yamaha Dirtbike, 10 kms; 07 Ducati MC 1098S, 4 kms  Misc. Items: ADS Drying System; Tennant 8210 
Sweeper; Arctic Salter; Baker Forklift; (2) Vermeer Chippers; (4) Zamboni Edgers; (2) Evinrude boat motors; (2) air 
conditioners; (3) box dumps

NO CHILDREN ALLOWED
Some of the above mentioned vehicles are public consignments.  List is subject to change. 

Website will be updated as new consignments are registered
Buyers Premium Applies - Terms:  Cash; Visa; MasterCard; Interac for $500.00 

deposit & Cash, Certifi ed Cheque, Interac for balance due on vehicle

Viewing: February 16, 17 &18, 2011,  9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Pictures and description of items available at www.icangroup.ca  Click on Ottawa 


